
Email from James Richard Smith, son and grandson of John Wesley  

Smith Jr. & Sr., grandson of Jesse Kirby Smith.  He was not sure  

of the name or exact relationship of the relative who gave his  

brothers the attached information. (see next page) 

 

Subject:  (no subject) 

Date:  Wed, 24 Feb 2016 23:01:35 -0500 

 
 

Hello Again Cousin: 

  
... I am attaching a copy of everything an elderly Aunt  or cousin (Etta?) wrote concerning what 

she could remember about the Smiths.  
 
This was written about 20 or so years ago at a gathering of Smith kin in Birmingham. Two of my 

brothers attended but they neglected to tell me anything about it so I was not present. She was 
confused about our Great Grandfather’s middle name as she wrote William or Edward with a ? in 

front of each name.  
 

Another thing I could not verify was the place of burial of Frank Smith (at least not in Arlington 
National Cemetery) I could verify that indeed he did go to Cuba with the Rough Riders as I 
belonged for a long time to a web site called Fold3 which has the largest store of Military Records 

imaginable. However he was not killed in action but died of Yellow Fever in a Washington DC 
hospital on returning from Cuba.  

 
Only two companies of Rough Riders were able to go to Cuba because of lack of space on the ship 
out of Tampa and the company Frank was in was one of the two.  

 
Sarah(Smith) Snow mentioned at the bottom of the page was my Dad's sister. They called my 

Grandfather Big John and in a picture I will send you can see why compared to my Grandmother. 
  

Thanks for your time and interest: 
Richard 

  



 


